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and the local governments, as time rolls by, are likely to
find some ill-winded pirns to unravel.

An interesting feature of any great work requiring large
amounts of unskilled or coolie labour, such as heavy railway
and dam embankments, is the labour that works in the shape
of the gypsy and criminal tribes who arrive to undertake
earth work. It is a matter of baskets and somewhere to dig
the spoil from. The tribes and clans will camp under thorn
bushes, with the family matting and battered tin sheet as
shelter, and then will proceed, father, mother and children,
to carry baskets of earth on their heads, like a stream of
countless ants all day, till the work be built, and far cheaper
than all the steam shovels in the world. A few grain
merchants open booths, the contractors produce medical
assistant and dispensary, the great embankments grow, and
all are pleased.

While we may deplore the small outlook for Industry
that the poverty of the land postulates, we may equally
recognize that the climate of a large portion of the land is
tempered to its poverty. Life is very easily sustained in three
parts of India.